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Chemical Health 
 

The School Committee recognizes that substance use and/or abuse, including alcoholism and 

chemical dependency, is a pervasive health issue with physical, emotional, social and legal 

implications that deter individuals from realizing their potential.  Alcohol and chemical 

dependency is a disease that affects not only the individual but family, friends, associates, and 

the community-at-large. 
 

Solutions to this problem must involve a cooperative effort between schools, parents, the 

community, community agencies and law enforcement agencies. 
 

The School Committee will not tolerate supplying, selling, possessing, using or being under the 

influence of illicit or illegal drugs anywhere on school property or at school sponsored activities 

for students.  This includes alcoholic beverages, the illegal use of prescription drugs, and the 

possession of drug paraphernalia.  Such behavior will require disciplinary action.  It is not only 

personally detrimental, but is destructive to the safe, productive environment which is critical in 

the operation of our schools. 
 

Additionally, any student, regardless of age, who has been using these substances prior to 

attendance at, or participation in, a school sponsored activity, will be barred from that activity 

and subject to disciplinary action. 
 

School personnel have a responsibility to take action regarding substance abuse in the school 

community, including staff, teachers, students and families.  Each building level of the schools 

will develop and implement procedures designed to deter student use of illegal drugs, including 

alcoholic beverages, and to help students who seek and need assistance with drug/alcohol related 

programs. Programs for education, prevention identification, intervention and referral are within 

the scope of services endorsed.  It is strongly recommended that action be taken which deters 

such behavior and rehabilitates those who seek assistance. 
 

Definitions: 
 

I. Substance is any drug considered illegal under federal or state law, or any drug 

controlled by the Food and Drug Administration. 
 

II. Use of a controlled and/or dangerous substance implies that a student is reasonably 

known to have made use of the same (e.g. drinking alcohol, using cocaine, smoking 

marijuana, taking a pill, etc.) or is reasonably found to be under the influence of same 

while under the jurisdiction of school authorities.  Use shall also include the unauthorized 

use or abuse of a prescription drug. 
 

III. Possession of such a substance implies that a student has it on his/her person or within 

his/her personal property, or under his/her control. 
 



IV. Distribution of such a substance implies the transfer of such substance to another person, 

with or without the exchange of money or other valuable. 
 

V. In the presence of controlled and/or dangerous substances implies that a student has 

been found to be in the immediate area of the selling, distribution, use or possession of a 

controlled substance, non-prescribed controlled substance, narcotic drug, hallucinogenic 

drug, amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, alcoholic beverage, or intoxicant of any kind 

on school grounds or while under school jurisdiction or the selling, distribution, use or 

possession of drug paraphernalia of any kind on school property or while under 

jurisdiction where the controlled and/or dangerous substance was used, detected or 

confiscated, and makes no reasonable attempt to leave the area. 
 
 

LEGAL REF.:    M.G.L. 71:37H; 272:40A 
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